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The Holistic Discourse Narrative of Chinese Path to Modernization: Origins, Context, and
Strategies

FU Mei
(School of Marxism, Party School of Guangdong Provincial Committee of CPC; Party School of Guangdong
Provincial Committee of CPC Research Base, Guangdong Provincial Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, Guangzhou, 510053)

Abstract: Chinese path to modernization is a new narrative “discourse” proposed by the Communist
Party of China (CPC) to distinguish between different modes of modernization. It takes the challenge posed
by unidimensional modernization discourse as its problem origin, Marxist holistic discourse thinking as its
theoretical source, and the holistic discourse view of Chinese excellent tradition as its cultural gene. The narrative
context includes complexity based on problem tasks, continuity of historical mainline, synergy of stimulating
dynamic structure, systematic use of thinking methods, and pursuit of value orientation. It is necessary to follow
the narrative laws of unity of material and consciousness, produce rich discourse content compatible with
commonality and individuality, develop diverse discourse forms adapted to encoding and receivers, and innovate
flexible discourse methods integrating text and images. From “narrating with contents” and “narrating with
reasons” to “narrating with solutions” and “narrating with effectiveness”, it guides the receivers to transform
the internalized psychological identification into externalized behavioral practices. Through holistic narrative
discourse, it narrates and disseminates its original logic, position, and methods, presenting narrative discourse
innovation as a new form of human civilization.
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