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The General Issue of Modernity and the Critique of Modernity in Das Kapital

SHAO Ran
(Institute of Philosophy, Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences, Kunming, 650034)

Abstract: The modern world is dominated by modernity, and the modern society since the Enlightenment
has been a common vision of many great thinkers. Among them, Hegel and Marx are the most sensitive to the
issue of modernity. To overcome the universal state of human life fragmentation caused by the general issue of
modernity, both Hegel and Marx started from the principle of unity of reason and reality, and profoundly reflected
and criticized modernity. However, while Hegel criticized modernity by reconciling reason with reality and
ultimately comprehended it as a complete compromise of concept to the existing world, Marx truly transcended
the former by resorting to the criticism of capital. The critique of modernity in Das Kapital does not only point
out the “subjectivity” status of capital in modern society and its “identity logic” of comprehensive domination
and enslavement of people, but also emphasizes that the political and economic contradictions centered on capital
accumulation will lead to the historical inevitability of the proletarian revolution. It is precisely through the
profound revelation of the inherent negation within the logic of capital that the critique of modernity in political
economy “delves into the essence of history”, perceives the “seeds of self-destruction” in capitalist society, and
answers the “mystery of human liberation”, which has revolutionary significance in undermining the Western
modernity system at its root.

Keywords: Modernity, Principle of Subjectivity, Fragmentation, Critique of Capitalist Subjectivity, Human
Liberation
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