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Problem Consciousness, Research Methods and the Construction of Disciplinary System of
Chinese Frontier Studies

FAN En-shi
(University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 102488;
Institute of Chinese Borderland Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100732)

Abstract: The main problem of the discipline system construction of Chinese frontier studies is that it did not
completely get rid of the influence of the research fields, failed to conduct the primary and secondary discipline
planning from the perspective of talent training, discipline knowledge system construction and research promotion
on frontier issues and especially did not keep consistent with the existing discipline system. From the perspective
of problem consciousness and research methods, frontier studies should finish the recording and the cognition of
the social history and current situation of the frontiers. In light of this basis, it is necessary to carry out frontier
studies for practical use. To achieve this goal, it is essential to comprehensively utilize the theories and methods of
history, archaeology, geography, sociology, cultural anthropology, political science and other disciplines.Thus, if it
is connected with the existing discipline system, Chinese frontier studies should be the sub-level discipline of the
interdisciplinary category, under which there are secondary disciplines such as Chinese frontier history, Chinese
frontier sociology, Chinese frontier politics, and Chinese frontier economics.

Keywords: Chinese Frontier Studies, Discipline System, Interdisciplinary, Research Methods, Discipline
System Construction
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