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Silk Road and Natural History: Literary Writing and Aesthetic Characteristics of Fantastic
Overseas Products in Novels before the Tang Dynasty

WANG Jing-xuan
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yunnan University, Kunming, 650091)

Abstract: In retrospect, fantastic overseas products were the important themes throughout the development
course of Chinese novels since its generation which was closely related to the opening of the Silk Road in the
Han Dynasty. Their appearances reflected the openness and inclusiveness of the novels that got highlighted at
the beginning of their development. As the source and crucial part of the museum novel, the emergence and
development of fantastic overseas products made the natural history novel independent as a category. The
enrichment concerning to the plot and narrative of novels made natural history novels break away from the early
natural history tradition represented by the Classic of Mountains and Seas, providing a broader future for this kind
of novels to get mature after the Tang Dynasty. Supported by the foreign culture and the tradition of natural history,
the fantastic overseas products before the Tang Dynasty were described with unique aesthetic characteristics and
narrative styles. As bizarre, precious, and special as they were, these products became the group of objects and
images with the most literariness in the early stage of Chinese novels, showing abundant aesthetics and emotional
projection in a limited plot.

Keywords: Novels before the Tang Dynasty, Fantastic Overseas Products, the Silk Road, Nature History
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